
Rotary District 9600 Literacy Project 
Tales from a Dilly Bag  

Tales from a Dilly Bag literacy project assists young Indigenous children and 
their classmates to develop Emergent Literacy skills and understandings . 
These skills and understandings, developed during the early childhood 
years, are needed as the foundation for learning to be literate. Children often 
build a foundation for becoming literate as they talk with others and 
storybooks are shared with them. 

 
Tales from a Dilly Bag  kit. 

Components of the Dilly Bag kit 

·  A dilly bag and a large blue plastic box with approximately 55 quality 
children’s picture storybooks including Indigenous stories for young 
children; 

·  A teacher’s folder with project information and activity sheets to match 
the picture books; 

·  Scrapbooks for children; 
·  Reading mentor badges x10; 
·  A craft box with stationery and craft materials; 
·  A digital camera, case and memory card – (digital photos may be used as a 

stimulus for writing with young children). 



 

The teacher’s folder, picture story books and mento r badges. 

 

An example of the contents of the Stationery and Cr aft Box



About Tales from a Dilly Bag  
Rotary D9600 Literacy Project, Tales from a Dilly Bag, project assists young Indigenous 
children and their classmates to develop Emergent Literacy skills . These skills, developed 
during the early childhood years, are needed as the foundation for learning to be literate.  

Emergent Literacy skills are developed when children: 

1. develop their spoken language skills (including learning new words) and   
2. learn how printed language works. 

Children learn to speak and develop their personal vocabulary when adults and other 
competent language users (e.g. relatives or brothers and sisters), have conversations with 
them and include them in family discussions . These experiences help young children to 
learn new language every day while at home or when they visit other places (e.g. beach; 
park; library or shopping centre). 

Children learn how printed language works when stories and signs are read aloud  to them. 
Children learn about the alphabet, about how print is placed on a page, the directionality of 
print and lots more. The language used by authors is different from everyday conversational 
language and young children will learn about book language as they listen to and talk about 
stories.   

The comprehensive educational kit, developed for the D9600 Literacy Project, Tales from a 
Dilly Bag, is a wonderful resource for schools/centres to use to help young children to 
develop foundational skills for learning to be literate. While many children develop these skills 
at home, many whose first language is not English, (e.g. Indigenous children, Sudanese 
children, or other refugee or migrant children), do not have these opportunities.     

Within this project we recommend to Principals of sponsored schools to consider providing 
training for older students (Years 5-7), to become Reading Mentors . When this is done, both 
older and younger students will benefit from using the Dilly bag kit. Not only will the older 
students benefit now, but hopefully it will encourage them to read to their younger siblings 
and their own children in the future.    

During the 2010/2011 Rotary year clubs and other interested sponsors are encouraged to 
participate in the Tales from a Dilly Bag project by purchasing a kit and sponsoring an Early 
Years class (e.g. kindergarten, Prep, Year 1) where Indigenous children are enrolled. All 
children in the sponsored class will benefit and will have the opportunity of listening to stories 
read aloud to them.  

The cost of a Dilly Bag kit in the 2010/2011 Rotary  year is  $750.00. 

For further information about Tales from a Dilly Bag literacy project contact Dr Janelle 
Young, Chair, Rotary District 9600 Literacy Taskfor ce – jyoung14@gmail.com 

Please note: If clubs wish to sponsor a class located outside of D9600, then transport costs for the kit 
(approximately 30kg in weight) also need to be added to the cost.  

 

Three rounds of sponsorship will occur in the 2010/2011 Rotary year. Closing dates are:  

ROUND 6: 13 th Aug, 2010; ROUND 7 : 22nd Oct, 2010; ROUND 8 : 11 th Mar, 2011. 


